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Park’s precise handling of the paint also imposes hard cuts, strict
boundaries. There’s indication of individually textured trees,
foliage, rock outcroppings and sharp shrubbery, but her
approach flattens even those into a kind of graphic wallpaper.
Wilderness areas are therefore converted not only into a scene
easily swallowed by a tourist’s camera but into an abstract
pattern that might be worn or stamped in serial reproduction.

Meanwhile, Betts’ pointillist scenes reference social scenery as
emotionally flat as Park’s botany. Betts’ subjects and technique
— crowded, sunny beaches and pool bathers emerging from a
field of color points — humorously echo Seurat and Degas. But
Betts’ methods highlight how far our heavily industrialized,
heavily surveilled world really is from those artistic predecessors.
He has outsourced the act of painting by programming his
pieces into a computerized machine tool; it mechanically places
the dots of paint, executing for him. The process reprises old
questions: Where is our individual agency in being hypnotized by
this strange dance of perceived light and image? Is this
holographic reality?

Levy Gallery’s assembling of these artists first demonstrates how
the impulse to manipulate paint retains relevance today, both
interrogating and incorporating new technologies. Emitted in the
midst: quiet flashes of insight about the slippery, ultimately
illusory nature of perception and representation. The
compositions trigger an upending of the idea that there’s a clean
division between handmade and hands-free.

http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/hilaire-germain-edgar-degas-beach-scene
http://thecreatorsproject.vice.com/show/william-betts-creates-art-from-cctv-footage
http://adobeairstream.com/art/persistently-abstract-new-mexico-artists-paint-now/
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